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five- star dining

The dining room of this antique home exudes high drama with its dark-stained floors, and Phillip Jeffries lacquered strie wall covering in chocolate.
Antique mirrored panels on the fireplace walls are layered with a gold-leaf mirror. Silver vinyl and plush-covered dining chairs add a modern vibe,
while the vintage industrial French light fixture is a show-stopping focal point.
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W

hen the owners of an antique home in Bedford came to

a damp cloth,” Lindsay says. All these modern elements juxtapose

Melissa Lindsay for help updating the first-floor living spac-

nicely with more traditional pieces, such as the antique sideboard

es, the designer knew immediately what direction to take.

and dining table. Every room needs a showstopper, and in this case

“The home had been decorated in the nineties,” she says. “It was time

it’s the 1940s French fixture from Avant Gardens that hangs above the

for an overhaul.” Case in point: the dining room with its coral wall-

dining room table. “It had an industrial feel,” says the designer. “We

paper and mustard yellow walls. The designer opted for a dramatic,

added an Art Deco chain and gold-leafed the hardware. It’s modern

sophisticated look to showcase the room’s original millwork, fireplace,

and unexpected, and it really makes the room.” –JM

and doors. She set the tone with a lacquered strie Phillip Jeffries wall
covering in a rich chocolate brown, then added a hint of glamour with
dressy silk draperies in a transitional print of silver, bronze, and taupe.
The hearth is sheathed in antiqued mirror, which not only adds a bit
of sparkle, but also reflects the light coming through the French doors
opposite. Baker dining chairs in silver vinyl and raised pile are both
contemporary—and practical. “You can just wipe the vinyl down with
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P

art of an addition to a New Canaan home, the husband’s
office needed to be supremely functional, but the
homeowners wanted it to fit seamlessly within the home’s

overall design and décor.
The room’s elegance and Zen-like simplicity begin with a
monochromatic scheme for floors, custom cabinetry, and millwork.
All are crafted from cerused oak, a finishing process that emphasizes
the wood’s pores and grain. Architect Louise Brooks of Brooks &
Falotico Associates connected this space to the master suite above
with a beautiful spiral stair, executed in the same wood with
contemporary details in metal.
To harmonize with the room’s structure and palette, designer
just-right desk; it has the same soft neutral shade and metal fittings
as its surroundings. She surfaced the walls with a custom-colored
paper in a nailhead pattern that adds to the overall clean geometry,
making the space simultaneously masculine and sleek, comfortable
and serene. –JO
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Melissa Lindsay of Pimlico Interiors created a focal point with a
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T

his small room, off the entryway and facing the
garden of a lovely antique home, was never used
until Melissa Lindsay’s client asked her to make

something of its diminutive dimensions.
“I wanted to make it a little dressy. The room has a
beautiful view of the garden and terrace through a large
bay window. It’s not a large space, but it’s a perfect
place to have coffee,” says the designer.
Its proximity to the garden inspired Lindsay to make
it serene, and replicate a garden look, but with indoor
furniture. She chose a pair of shapely wooden chairs
in a pale wash, a mirrored coffee table, and a delicate
palette of cream, celadon, and pale blues. Wooden
bookcases built around the entryway became the perfect
place to gather and display the owners’ collection of
blue-and-white porcelain, and a faux sheepskin rug adds
softness and texture. The once-abandoned space is now
a spot her client loves. –JO
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M

elissa first saw this long, narrow living room
when it was covered in chintz. She started
the renovation by refreshing all the surfaces:

floors, walls, and the ceiling, to which she gave special
attention. Instead of paint, she lacquered its surface.
“This gives the space an elegant, modern feel, but in
a subtle way,” notes the designer. When it came to
furnishings, Lindsay saw the need for a strong plan
to give this long rectangular space good seating
arrangements, as well as good flow. She used a number
of custom elements to get the right mix, and the chosen
palette is a delicate one: pale blue and cream, with
accents of brass and crystal. Long sofas, coupled with
pairs of movable seating—side chairs and ottomans—
create a balanced scheme, with flexibility for larger
gatherings. On the wall that adjoins the library, a large
demilune cabinet was custom designed to serve as a bar
when the client entertains. It’s a graceful environment
with what Lindsay calls “quiet drama.” –JO
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