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THIS PAGE: The living room, with its vintage curved sofa and French deco armchair, looks into the foyer, where a brass bar cart from Pimlico holds an assortment of pretty 
things. In the nursery, a West Elm area rug, Babyletto Mercer crib and vintage painting by a friend of Melissa’s grandmother create a mix of old and new.

Home Made



b y  a n n  k a i s e r  •  p h o t o g r a p h s  b y  a m y  v i s c h i o

HUSBAND-AND-WIFE DESIGN TEAM  HAYDEN AND MELISSA 
LINDSAY CREATE THEIR OWN FAMILY-FRIENDLY HOME IN FAIRFIELD

Home Made
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THIS PAGE: The living 
room has a little bit of  
everything: a custom 
tufted ottoman, a vintage 
sofa from Montage 
Modern, and from 
Pimlico, a zebra hide 
rug. A tile backsplash 
adds some texture to the 
clean lines of the kitchen. 
OPPOSITE: The classic 
kitchen is light and white.   

H
usband-and-wife team Hayden and Melissa Lindsay took a Fairfield fixer-upper and 
custom-fit it to the way they live: with two young sons and great style. Together, they pulled 
off a complete overhaul and created a kid-friendly and organically glamorous home. It 
doesn’t hurt that he’s the owner of the Fairfield-based construction firm Lindsay Builders 

and she’s the interior designer at New Canaan’s Pimlico Interiors—but, as any design pro knows, 
sometimes your own project is the most challenging of all. Together, they stripped the place down 
and built it back up, making it a home fit for this design-inclined family of four.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED HERE?
We purchased the home in 2007. It was a one-
and-a-half-story Cape and a complete mess. 

I’ll never forget showing my mom; she couldn’t finish 
the tour because the smell was so bad. But we wanted 
a complete fixer-upper. We essentially took it all down 
and rebuilt two years later.

WHAT WERE THE MAIN THINGS YOU WANTED WHEN YOU 
PLANNED THE DESIGN?

It was most important for us to have an open 
floor plan; we installed a steel beam to create 

a completely open space from our kitchen through to 

our family room and living room. We also wanted a 
completely finished third floor space where the kids 
could run and play and have free rein with all their toys.  

IS THIS THE FIRST PROJECT YOU’VE WORKED  
ON TOGETHER?

We have worked on many smaller-scale 
projects for clients together, but this was the 

first house we built together. It was a lot to take on 
with a toddler and a pregnant wife, and it feels like 
we climbed a mountain to finally get it done. Now, it 
feels luxurious to just enjoy the house—no dust, no 
workers.      »
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THIS PAGE: A curvy reupholstered vintage chaise, Osborne & Little wallpaper  
and custom headboard in creamy tones make the master suite totally relaxing.  
OPPOSITE: The dining room is furnished with Pimlico finds, from the  
white leather dining chairs, to the weathered teak table and hanging light fixture.

WHAT MATERIALS DID YOU CHOOSE TO WORK WITH?
On the exterior, we used maintenance-free materials 
like PVC trim and Hardieboard siding. I also installed 

high-efficiency mechanical systems and materials in the building 
envelope to reduce our utility bills and footprint.

WAS YOUR APPROACH ON YOUR OWN HOME DIFFERENT 
THAN ON OTHERS YOU’VE BUILT AND DESIGNED?

So many of our clients have young children, which really 
requires smart design choices for functionality and 

durability. It’s a reality that the house is going to take a beating—so 
it’s wise to choose things like indoor/outdoor fabrics and hides and 
wool floor coverings that can be cleaned easily and wear well over 
time. But, in the end, sometimes you just have to arm yourself with 
a Magic Eraser and hope for the best.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE ROOM?
With two-and-a-half- and five-year-old boys, our house is 
often loud and chaotic. Our master bedroom feels like an 

“ahhh” every time we walk in.
The soothing color palette and sophisticated lines of the 
chaise and headboard magically make me feel calmer the 

moment I step inside this space.

SINCE THE BOYS ARE YOUNG, HOW DID YOU DESIGN THEIR  
ROOMS TO WORK FOR THEM NOW AND LATER?

It was so important for me to design rooms that were fun 
but still sophisticated—they could belong to a five-year-

old, fifteen-year-old or be suitable for a guest to stay in. The tonal 
stripes in Wyatt’s room feel sophisticated and whimsical at the same 
time. The reading nook in Jake’s room (which we’ve nicknamed “the 
treehouse” for its view of a big sycamore tree) is one of our favorite 
spots to read with the kids. We can all fit, and it can double up as a 
sleeping spot for kids that stay over.

DID YOU USE A KITCHEN DESIGNER OR ANY OTHER DESIGN PROS?
I came up with an initial kitchen design and was very 
specific with what I wanted to do with the space. Then I 

worked with Joe Najmy at NuKitchens who did a great job at fine 
tuning some of the details and giving us a great final product. As 
any designer can tell you, designing your own space can be the most 
challenging project of all. I sought a lot of advice from a couple of 
friends in the business, and they were hugely helpful in pulling it all 
together and sourcing a few key pieces.         »
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THIS PAGE: Custom window 
treatments in Kravet’s 
Ossature fabric block the 
sun for better reading. 
OPPOSITE: Wyatt’s room 
is at once age-appropriate 
and sophisticated. A vintage 
metal floor lamp and 
recycled cardboard drum 
light—and bright orange 
chair—pop against the walls’ 
horizontal stripes. 
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WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE MEMORIES IN THIS HOUSE?
This will always be the home we started our family and 
life together. It ended up being a much larger project than 

we anticipated as first-time home buyers eight years ago. I put so 
much time into every detail and doing a lot of the work (all the 
plumbing and electrical) myself, on the side, and late at nights. I 
will never forget the night Melissa was nine months pregnant (we 
weren’t living in the house at the time) and I slept in the basement 
overnight because I was working so late and wanted to start early 
the next morning.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO BUILD IN FAIRFIELD?
We absolutely love Fairfield. Growing up in Darien and 
having my business in New Canaan—and with Hayden 

coming from New Zealand—Fairfield offers a low-key vibe, a coastal 

location and a town neither of us had a past with where we could 
start our own life together.

HAVE YOU MADE ANY OTHER CHANGES SINCE THE ORIGINAL MAJOR 
OVERHAUL?

We just added solar panels, and I am finally getting to outfit 
our mudroom with custom built-in cabinetry. It’s a room 

that we never got to finishing when we did the renovation. Now, I’ll 
have to find the next project to tackle on our house.

IS THIS YOUR FOREVER HOME?
While we are enjoying the house complete and no 
construction right now…I think it’s impossible to think 

that a husband-and-wife designer/builder duo will not feel the urge 
to take on another project sometime in the future. We shall see!
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